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RAGDALE OLD HALL

The Shirley family obtained the manor
of Ragdale from the Bassets of Drayton
by the death without issue of Ralph
Basset, the last of the Drayton branch
of the Basset family, on May 10, 1390.
By his will Ralph Basset devised his
estates to his nephew Hugh Shirley,
the son of Isabel by her marriage with
Thomas Shirley, Knight.

Hugh Shirley was killed at the battle
of Shrewsbury on July 20, 1403. By his
wife Beatrice, sister and heir of Sir
John de Braose , knight, of Wiston,
Sussex, he left a son Ralph, age 12 in

1403, the progenitor of Sir Henry Shirley,
bart, born in 1558, died on Feb. 8, 1632.
He spent the last years of his life, we
are told, in building the greater portion
of the present 0ld Hall of Ragdale.

Sir Henry Shirley had married on Aug. 1,
1616, Dorothy, yougest daughter of Robert
Devereux, 2nd Earl of Essex, and the arms
of Shirley impaling Devereux may still be
seen in several of the rooms at the
eastern end of the Hall.
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