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ANNOUNCING THE
1990 NATIONAL SHIRLEY CONVENTION

June 9 & 10th

CAVE CITY CONVENTION CENTER
CAVE CITY, KENTUCKY

This is the nearest location to the
SHIRLEY area in BARREN COUNTY KENTUCKY!

It is 90 miles from Nashville, Tenn. and
80 miles from Louisville, Kentucky and
25 miles from Bowling Green...just to
give you some perspective as to distance.

Mr. and Mrs. James Young will be our host
and hostess. James is descended from

Thomas Shirley and his wife, Mollie Grubbs
who were in Prince William/Fauquier Co. Va.
before going to Abbeville Co. South
Carolina. In late 1790's they are of

record in Harrison/Scott Co. Kentucky

and by 1798 they were in Barren Co. Ky.

Details on the convention and reservation
forms and overnight accomodations info

are enclosed separately with this issue

of the NEWS. PLEASE PASS THE WORD! ...AND
join us on a SHIRLEY SOUTHERN STATES TOUR,
details also enclosed!

In a recent issue of the NEWS we mentioned
James Youngs sons being in a group, KENTUCKY
HEADHUNTERS. They are doing quite well and
thought we would inform you of their success
to date. I know Mr. and Mrs. James Young

are very proud of their childrens success!

KENTUCKY HEADHUNTERS JUMP INTO COUNTRY is
the featured story of one Tennessee paper.

I talked with James Young a week ago and he
said the group has done 6 shows with Hank
Williams Jr. The publicity is very favorable
and they are up for some award.

CONGRATULATIONS from the SHIRLEY ASSOCIATION!

Newspaper clipping sent by Anne Bumpus.

CUPERTIO, CALIFORNIA 95014

KENTUCKY HEADHUNTERS JUMP INTO COUNTRY

ROBERT K. OERMANN

Staff Writer

What is going on here?

The shirtless drummer is pranc-
ing across the stage wearing a
baseball cap and shorts; the lead
singer is tossing souvenirs to the
wild crowd and clowning around
with a variety of props; the burly
guitarist has long stringy hair
that's soaked in sweat, band-
members are spraying the audi-
ence with squirt guns; the volume
is way up; the energy level is over-
the-top.

Welcome to country music 1990,
as demonstrated by The Kentucky
HeadHunters.

“We're country music with a
rock 'n’ roll attitude,” says lead
singer Ricky Lee Phelps, inan
Ozark accent you could cut with a
knife.

“Most country acts are a little
cotton-footed: They step lightly in
their music.”

Not the Heads. Ricky Lee'sgota
snarl in his honky-tonk delivery
that has made the entire couniry
world sit up and take notice.
Brother Doug Phelps propells
things forward with a snaky bass
line. Drummer Fred Young
pounds like a metal-rock disciple
while his brother Richard pro-
vides rhythm guitar work that
gives the act its focus. The lead
guitar style of the Youngs' cousin
Greg Martin would bring a smile
to Eric Clapton.

“Anybody would be crazy to say
this is totally couniry,” Greg says.
“It's blues, jazz, bluegrass and
country.”

To almost everyone in Music
City’s surprise, the unlikely fusion
isa hit. The act’s debut LP, Pickin’
on Nashville, is approaching Gold
Record status. Rolling Stone,
Newsweek and Entertainment To-
night have lined up features. The
Kentucky HeadHunters are final-






