TEXAS C NTENARIAN NATIVE HAMILTON COUNTY

B. L. (“Black™) Shirley,
112, Recalis Incidents
of Frontier Days.

EFORE the first railroad was
1aid In the Unlted Slates, be-
fore Morse perfected the tele-
graph or Samuel Qulhele dis-

tovered chloroform, B. Lo ¢'Biack™}
Shirkey, of Springtown. Farker coun-
1y, Texas, was born in the mountains
of Eest Tchnessce in Hamllton county

sbout 1820.

Though 1,000 niles removed {rom
ihe scenes of his Fouth and middle
lite, Mr. Shirley recounts today with
spproximete accurateness, at the age
of 112 years, the happenings In his
native slate durlng the first three-
fourths of the Mineteenth century.

Mr. Shirley I a descendant of Jong-
flved ancestors, many of whom lived

several yers beyond the century
mark. Livlog the hardy e of plo-
neers  they hunted, flethed and

frapped, engaging {0 farming only as
pecersitaled by their Immediate nceds
gad spent much time out of doors,
‘maklng them a vigorous, healthy and
sirong race.

Whyn 8% years of age. Shirley mar-
rled {Be second time. A daughler by
this “ymarriage., Mrs. W. W. Waters,
Iives with her husband and 2-year-old
daughter at Mesquite, Tex. She 1s 21
years ofd and bears & siriking resems
Elance to her father. Mrs. Sadle
Fitts Is Mr, Shirtey'dbidest child. She
s 87 and lives at Burneytlle, Okla,

‘Fhere s & more authentie record ot
Mz, Shirley’s age than for most men
who have Jived =o long. Dr. W. J.
Johnson, who was alsg Teared in
Hamiiton tounty, Tennessee, practiced
medlcine for many years at Round
Reck, Tex. Thirty years aga Dr.
Johnson was 82 ycars of age and he
sald at that time that Mr. Shirley was
one or two years older than he, Older
men and women who came here from
Tenhessee were past 90, and they had
knoan Mr. Shitley all  thefr lives
None of the figures given by them in-
dicate that he s less than 112 ycass
of age naw.

Recalled 1818 Efectlon.

Five vears ago. when his mind was

mote aclive and he remembered more ' .
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tividly the early years of his e, Mr.
Shirtey stated that he was 20 years
e!d when the presidential  eleciion ;
was neld io 1840. And though he ad-
mitted there might ke &n error, he re-

’ mederately.  He says,
diinklng.

Didn't Irrink Much,
"Back i them days

enough fo vote,
Ehirley’s boyhosd was spent in a

log cabln with mud used as a crack thete sman't

fillar. The only ¢halts were three-

Irgged stools and lhe table was part nuch talk  of prohibitten,”  he ex-
of & log supported upon four legs. He plained.

and  his Joung  compantons wore and mest folles made all they wanted
trousers m at pome. ¥ odrank s Ltde. bt oont

e from animal sXins or |
homespun choth. F

“AS a oy End young man,’ Mr
&hirtey sefd recently in talking of his
early life, ~1 never knew what It was
to be slck. As a boy I played &udllmuul to Jive in the msuntain oy
lived in toe open and before T was in) About 1880 there was a preal g
my teens 1 was an experl in lnualmg‘lmn v peuple fyom Faet Tendl
and flshing, There was game  in pwertward, due to the exhaustion at-
atundance, deer, wild turkeys, u.unslu adant on e ol of i war, and

eneagh 1o hutt me, st use b for
"mediclie whien Fofeel weak and bad”

thte close of e war Mr. Shirley come-

ard poseums, and the stremas were from the TRom wi + [T .
fled with SBI. While foll OLT aonmgeniod e peibd of roore e Me By sk gomE ool B a g BRI et e
have mieny of the things by dlse o Fleomame tote Lkerd B B S A LI UL L
today they never webt humay, Gd- | oo uf the Tonnessis . futaud .tlt i serap 2ud boodle s unoily the Al He il sgioing
Hng a Ining was eusy.” Jthe ereatpamient of  the € "teamt of furses wal ciee Fulks .aH““m b T givet Dol tedes Drad
When st & young man in his ey Cpdsteant e the Wist Tennesecge wal- i tlal time dGd gl miuk uf shithy avl e dleperted trsu e st
twenties, Shirley murrled, snd whin | ley wend thenoe Lo e !.-h uld man ¢ By .uu.i eltid s ALe Ludies ters
the €ivil war bigan fn 1861 s fam- The  Hutlozeons, Paoghtys, ©of- Old Limvis whoe l-n w o Shitley In has Rty i bt BB
ily coneisted of his nife and fhe ol plrces wid bty Bennibies sl were too elghties et cany et G ot [ ‘:'I‘ :H.‘Ll‘ Hlate b !
dren. In Wit time when bother was beoome proners dh the developent hime ten os a0 wod and .|_|:L'n~.-'|-\'lu-!f ,'I'\_“"I‘ ‘i‘“” g e
dlvided agatnst brother, and wheo the lot Weatlorfurd amt suredisig tere B ab o tone wherf i £ oen Sy nil,‘ " f,‘ ! u v ],'l ‘L
alate was torn arunuer oz the ared- L oetory came Lo Iwwger counfy, Fesas  settoded Be o clanfey oot o e m:l;m;'“ :l ! w . ot
Ing of Tennessee, he declared his wl- | Aloug sl them came B L Shogey, {twt e spiand the zopsindir of tuar: |ty ,', avily \M:,lfdu \”L ;llwl k{;‘m
o,

Ieglance in the Union
he was In a number of hard-fouiht | Zaber cvents, By the e of Dibe,
baltles, he suffercd no strious wolnds
and retutned to his htane with bealth
uLlmpeired,

Pt nver fhinty years of baod sk
b fore he Fobaly fee getie. Qoo

i

Mr, Bhirky was always temperale, lditim\s were
As a young man he drank v.hisk:."thase in the muum
however, timt,but he adapted his
after he was 80 years of age that'ways of frontfer i
- membered that he was almost uidﬂlll‘k} did not taste right, <0 he quit; cumilated property nd made a place

Her hlmsef i the eommuntly whore! he found & amall. frantier town ang

. Weatherferd aho

“Mountaln whitky was cheap nho sened forty }wrb ax % peace of-

1 During the fHiteen years folloning Bellw a by
‘\Ir Vrown was cowslalile at Bpting-
TN, and Ras well arqualnted wih:

e

governms Lt nhich B0 80 Rears s me

Eren though Ltmu GO years of ape, bt as pnoaen by lun. with s favortled
i
ceane with the st of w plotser il ]

vastly
ing engendered in his mind in ’I‘en‘

nessee snd fived accordingly,
When Shirley maved 1o Springtann

wsel, leatned the
fe i Texas, ac-|

iradiug post of ferotury miles around.

ving In'TE’P nearst  railroad  pomt was
hirley | \r\mthu[nnl: clghteenr nules wway,

Bruwn, Eﬂng Fort wortly, one of the lamgest

clties of the Lone Star S lodas

was thirty miles detant
Csettlers Uhere wote stiil talking of the
s dndian tonls whivh bad oceased nhl\

]l? Mres.

QOne of the mer‘! new

new Mr,
m the old state Ls Juhun it
ficer wick fuur
Parker county.
fn the sama

$#dTs wa rheriff of
My {!ruvm wis reared
Tty eonimnnity

wilh Mo, Shnky .-nd remstlbess b fow wars belore  They dad s
Fur " sumtxr of yearsi their ecatile aud hotses stoben th]
| felrbibors muordered by v e

manele Dudeaie, who had boen the
him tte, ; Letanrs of {he weat

Actlve a4 5 or 50,
“ROL SLitley w.
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of L own
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jthe Indians. He has,
diffcrent rmm were long and the work was hard, but ; during & century of constroction and
itns of Tennessce, [ he rememtered the priociples of 11!.-;
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B PTHRT ?lul o tevin

i

sil

Has One Daughter of 87
and Another 22 — Has
Ouflived Two Wives,

peared, Graveling and deJenIng o
toads was begun, and buggles replaced
the kistoric atege coaches used io
convey passengers and baggage.

Mr, Bhigdey hes lved mear Bpringe
town ¢ontinuously since he setiled’
there over flfty years sgo. A mode
erp, smalt communily town has less
buill there, until at the present timé -
the setilement supplles the needs of
ita cwn realdents and those adjoine
ing 1t. A wkis paved highway is now
belng construcled from Fort Worlh 1
Bpringtown, which will Intensify b
value of the properly within the <ily
timits, 85 well as the farms along the
route. -

‘The present generation can hardly
undesstand the conditlons which plos
neers had to combat with over 109’
years ago. Large familles were the

prule, s0 much so that & large numbes

of children were an asset. Practitsl

1y, the oniy secords kept were {hoss

in the family Blble, It was seldom

that a notiee of a bipth was pube

lished in a newspaper or any rechrd

made In a clerk or reglstrar’s offke,
Blind for Two Yours

Pot the past two years Mr. Shirley
has been almost totally blind, dut Ay
general health has continued good
He recalls names of ofd friends and
tncidenta of his eaxly life readily, and
likes to falk with his visiiors.

Born during the administration of
the fifth president of the Unled
States, James Monroe, he has lived
under the leadetship of twenty-seveq
presidents.  Durlng that time Line
cotn, Garfleld and McKinley weré ke
sassinated, and with the exception of
Coolidge and Hoover the rcmalnder
have died. -He has witnessed b8
change In the governmenta) affalrs
of thls country under the rule of i
teen republicans, nine democrats and
three %hligs.

Mr, Shirley has =en Tennessez de«
velop Into a flourishing state. well
fleserving of thie title “Mother of U4
Southwest.” He has scen Tewas exe
pand untit today mies of railooad
and paved hlghways replace the oid
Chisholm treil, the pony oypress snd
the narrow, winding traids mmade b§
indced, lived

development in &3ery phase of tha
arls and sclences.
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. Uncle B. L. (Black) Shirley of Springtown, as announced Friday, visited Wea-
¢ therford and the County Fair Saturday, in company with his wife. Mr. and
" Mrs. Shirley were irought over from Springtown Saturday morning by W.
‘A. White in his closed car, and it was a great day for the old peaple, ‘They
" were the recipients of nmiuch attention from friends and acquaintances, and
“the public generalyl was very curious to see one 50 old as Mr, Shirley, who I8
‘now 108 years of age, has one daughter 1§ and another 87 years of age. At
“11 oo1ock My, and Mrs. Shirley aticnded the Old Settlers’ meeting and heard
~ the address of Judge James C. Wilson. A{ noon they were to the Texas Cafe,
_acchmpanted by Mr, and Mrs. M. D. Plumlee of Millsap, Mr, and Mrs, J. D.
‘Doughty, W. A, White and a Herald reporter, and the party were luncheon
E guests of the cafe. My, and Mis.. Shirley refurnd to their home at 3 o'clock,

;well ‘pleased with their visit to the city and the fair, Abm'e is &~ pisture of
._Mr. Shirley and his 18- year-otdﬁlaughter. .
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. And theve way the Juige Carter grist mill nesr where the Veatherford Steam Lanndry

1» now loocated, und the Parmers Alliamca Xill on Watexr siresd ~— you had aboub
forgotten 15, hadn's you?

And on Ford Voxlh street where the Los pland is now, we had the Jarson & Lewls
nmmu.

and I will nevar forget the Arkansww ¥agon Yard where the Posk OIfloe .‘a‘ now looca
tads Ono veason or nod forgetting 1%, 1 my horss waw looksd up in thers ons

pias ani X had o get m roowm and spand the night in Weatherforde

Apd a9 to charehes, I belleve thexe {3 not a ehurch building stanling that was here
when X cmne to Weatherford. Xew cpss have taken tholir places == quile an improve~
send {n erohiSeature, duld I fsar real epiritual Christianity has not progressed
proportionatelye

Of courseyyou yemesher Saa Joues ad B, 0, Kmon anl their meetings anl Sam'
alogan, “Ouit your maancess.™ And i€ tw had added, "and zerve the Loxd,” 1t womld
have baen hetter.

Do you rewsuber when the Populiost party carriesd the coundy? Thab*s whon I quit
politicue I suw mesdbars of the saxma churoh get mad and shake thelr fists 1n each
othars fnoese. But walt a ninntes -~ ¥o, I will not oay anything sbouk Hoower Demow
erate. Arthur Brisband has already sald plonhye 4And "Bugs Baax™ has aald enough
ghous palities $0 male axy thinking man think befors he goas inmto L%, eapeclially

& Chyistiasne. He saye, "Yorld polidice: right now is like D14 Nissisaippi River

pokee gamise The pmart played, chewed tobaoo0d and expeotorated on the tabla beomuse

?itmdmaamtohwnxmhaadamm.

¥all, now &id4 you know we used 40 have ctm& care hera‘r Vall, wo dld., They wera
progellag by Donkey Motores I have xidden $hem, oloar catside tho o1ty llmits. The
mmwgmmuneﬁmﬂ: Just west of the 024 sanitwriom,

X Bought py firsd hook {u Texas from Neal Dadly, who had a book glors about where

_ the ?axam- County Abstraat Cos 12 now :!.om'am
- Ch, there are se many thiap, T wil) deam. and asx som of tho Toal old ‘tiners

$0 wrlies
We #. Myors.
SN

O

TRXAS ORHTZNARIAN NATIVE HAMILTON QOUNRY
{¢he Chattanvoga Times: Chadtancoga, Tenne
Sanday, ¥ay 18, 192}

By Lo {"3)ask™} Shirley, 112, kaocalls Insidants 02 Frontier
Psyse {3y Vioiad Robaris)

Bafore tha firsh rallroad was lald in the Tuited 3iatew, bofore Morse perfected

tho tolagraph or Sammal Guthrie discovered chlowoformy B, Le {"3laok™) Shirlay,

of springiown, Pariter gommby, ¥oxas, was boxn 11:\ the mounkaine of Eaat Tennessse
in Hamilbom county adbownt 1820
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Though 3,000 milss removed from tha scenes of his youth and middle life, Mr,

8hirley recounts today with approximate acouratensss, ut the age of 112 years,
tha happenings in his native state during the fixst three~fourthe of the Nine-

teenth osntuarye

Hre Shirlay io & dessendarmd of long~lived anaestors, many of whom lived several
yoars bayowi the century mark. ldving the hardy 1ife of pilonesrs, thay hunted,
fished end trapped, engaging in farming ouly as necessitated by their 1modiato

_maods anfdl spant smoh time oul of doors, making them a vigorous, heaithy and strong
. PRGAY .

Yhon 85 years of age, Shirley married the vecond time., A daunghter by this mar—
rioge, Mra. W, W. Wators, lives with her huabad and 2~year-oid danghter at

Mogauite, Taxe 8he lo 21 years 0ld axd bears a siriking resemdlance 4o her

father. Hra. Sadis Pldts 43 Mr. Shirley's oldest ohild. She im 87 md livea at
Burneyville, Okla.

Thers s & more authentic record of Mr. Shirley's age than for most man who have
lived 50 longe  Dre We Jo Johnson, who wax algo resared in Hamilton gounty, Tenn-
coasoe, practicsd madiolne for many years al Roand Look, Tex. Thirty years ago
Br, Johnson waz 82 years of age and he maid at that tima that Br. Shirley was one

o two years 0lder than he. OJdor men and women who come hers from Tennasses wore
‘pasd 30, sod they had known Mre. Shirley all their lives. Hone of the figures

- ox homsapun 8304k,

glvaa by them indlcate that ha 33 lees than 112 yeurs of age nows

Renulled 1840 Eleation
Five yoaran ago, when his nind wse more sobive anl he remsnbared mors v&'ridly
the sarly yaars of hias 1life, Hre Shirley stsged thut he was 20 years old when
the prasidential eleotion was held in 1840, And though he admittod thexre might
be An exrox, be remschered that he was alnoat old axvugh to woptee .

Shirley's boyhood waw epent in a log cabin with mmd used as & orack #iller. 'i'l_m
only chalrs wors three-lagged sienle and the $akle wan part of a log swupported
vpon four lsges. He and his youns sonpanions wors trousers mads from antnal sking

;

© %ap a Loy azd young man,® Mre smrlqy saifl resestly in Saliing of his eariy 1ife,

"I nuvar koaw vhat 1% was to be sloke A2 & boy I played and lived in the open and
befors I was in my teenn I was an experd in huniing and finshings Thore was gmmo
in avandencs, deer, wild turkeys, avons and possums, wnd the stroans wers filled
with figh. While folks 4idn't have maxyy of ths thingy they have today, they never
wont hungry. Gotting a living was sasy.™

¥hen st11) a young man in his early twenties, Shirley married, and wvhen tha Civid
var began in 1861 his family conslated of his wife and five children. In that time
vhen brother wes divided agalnst drother, am whaen the stute was tom azundsr over
tha seseding of Tenneswes, he daolared his allegimnce to the mion. Even thoush

he was in & number of hard=fought battles, he suffered no serious wounds and re-~
turned to him homs with health naimpalred. '

¥re. Shirley was always temperade. As & young manr he drank whiloky modevately. Ha
Bays, however, that afisr he was 90 ysara of age that wvhlsky dAid nod taste right,

80 ho quit drinkings




Zidn’s Orink ach

"Bagk in them doys there wasn®t muoh talk of prohidition,"” he oxplaimd. "“Hountailn
vhigky was oheap anl oat £olks made all they wanted at homes I drank a 11 X a,
but nod onough to hurk moe X still wse £t for mediolns vhon X fael weak and bade”

buring the fifteen years following the elose of tha war, Nre fhirley continued to.
livs in the mounvarn nwews About 1080 thare was a ¢mat mipcation of poople from
Bast Tonnassoo wasiward, due to the exhaustion attandant on the oloss of the war,
and from the rigorous govermuent vhich acsompented thoe perlod of roconstyuobion.
The nmain route followsed the vourse of tho Tanwssuse rivor, round the encarpmans
of tha Cumberland platesu intc the Weet Tannsspea valley and thense to Taxas.

‘The Rutahesona, Doughtys, Collinnos and other familios who were to begome vionears

in thy developmany of weatherford and nurrowding tsrritory osme 40 Parkar sounaty,
Toxass along with them came Be L. Shirley, then 60 yoars of aga, but zs provon by
laser evenio, in the prime of 1ifa. o owrsw with thoe apirit of o pionsar, ani pug
in over thirty ysara of hard work before he was rvady to rodire. Conditions wowo
vastly difforant rom thoze {n the mouaduine of Tannenses, dub he sdapted hingelf,
learned the wayw of frontlar Yif8 4in Texus, aoowsmiluiod property nyd mads a place
£or himself in the omaunlity vhare he livese

Ono 0f the men now living in veathsrford who Xnew Ur. Shirlsy in the old stuie i
John R Brown, who served forty yours as & peace ofliser amd four Juaxs an sheri PP
of Parkor sountys Kre Browa was reared in ths same “ennsesee comnity with Yre
Shirley and romasbers him well as a boys Sor a nwmber of yeara. Mve Drown was oon-
shables ad Springhown, and was wall accualnded with hin thore,

AcSive a% 75 or 60

"Bs L. Shirlay was as hotive ab 78 or 80 yaurs as most men are at be™ Mr. Irom
salds "Hs oould 40 a good day's work, oould tadm earoe of himuslf in a 89Ty and
hundle an wnruly deax of horsse with cases Yolke at that time d4d not think of
airley as an old man.”

. Okd=timers sho knew Jhiirley in his ofzhdlos apl early ninstiss desoribe him thon

a9 a wiry and aggrossive van, at a time vhen ewst mon have rodronted to the chime
usy oorne¥, cordent (o spend the romalnder of thoir lives with a favorite pipo
und the Jolly remdinlsconcos of other duyss

Instsad of a tranmuil lifo, Mre Shirley was opevatin:z a fam and breaidns wild
horacs and elsss The hours ware long amdl tha work waes hard, but he remmmbarad
the priasiples of living engendersd in his mind in Tonnsosse and livod agoordingl e

shen sShirley moved %o Springtown he found a emall, frontlar towm and tradi am no ok
of Serritory nmileg arocunds 7The nearest ral lroad point was Veatharford, efihtwen
wilog sway, and Pord vorth, ons of she luriess oiilos of tha Lone Star State today,
wa3 thirty plles distaut. Tre.0ld settlere thars wora still Saliing of the Indian
ralds whioh hoad geased only a fow yours baforce The - had soen thely catile uani
horses stolen and naighborxs smrdarsd by tha Plaves Comauhs Indians, who had bean
the 3orrors of the wambe

Raoally Inddange
Shirlay eould tell then of hiy own youngmr days whon tha grantd tyribes o £ euniorn
Indiung 95111 xoomed tho forosta of Tonneuses, Alabimn ordl the Sorolinau. Ho oould
reuorbar vhon the flve groad YIndian tribes hsad beon doporbed from thelp eastern
hoxe uml sebtled in the Indian territozy, Inte® to becoms the rich winl prosparcuy
otuts of (Rlahomes

iy




Ap thes ysars passed, more setilers found thelr way to Parker comty —- nome coming
in wagons, horseback and afoots Finding most of the country heavily wooded, they
folled trses, bullt homes and began a struggle for existenes in & primitive environ-
monte

Howes of & more modern typs bezan to 4A¢d the hills and plains, and the 0ld log
ocabin gradually disappeared. Uraveling and widenlng of roads was begun, and bug-
glea regplaced the historie stage coaches used to convey passengsrs and bagzazo.

¥r. Shirley has lived near Springitown continuously sincs he sattled thers over
fifty years agse A modern, small commanity town has been duilt there, until at
the preasnt time the settlement awppliss the miads of fits own reaflents and those
adjoining 1t. A wide paved highway is now being construgted from Fort Worth to
Springbown, vhlch will iIntensify tha valus of the property within the alty limdta,
89 wall asz the farms aAlong the routes

| Thoe present gensration oan hardly understand the comditions which pionesrs had b

oonbat with ower 100 years agve. Large fhamilies wore the rule, so mach so that a
large ywmber of children wers an asset. DPraotically the only records kept were
thoss in the family Bidle. I% waz seldom thal a notice of a birth was published
fu & newdpapar or any record made in & olerk or roglstrarts office.

Blind for Two Yoarxs

For the past two years Mr., Shirley hae bean almost totally blind, but his general
health has continued goods Ha recalls namas of old friends ant incidents of his
early 1life readily, axnd 1likes to talk with bis gisitors.

Born during the sdministration of the f£ifth president of the United States, Jumea
Monrce, he has lived uoder the leadershiy of twenty-seven presidenta, During thsd
Yima Linsoln, Garfield anl MoXinley were assaseinatod, and with the exceptlon of
Coolidge amd Roover the remaindar have diede He has witmensed the changs in the
govornmantial affaira of this country undsr the rule of fiffean republiocans, nine
denoorats md thres whige.

Er. Shirley has meon Tennassas davelop into a flourishing wtate, well deserving
of the t1tla "Hother of the Somthwest." Ho has seon Toxas expand until “todsy miles

of reilroad and paved highways replace the ¢ld Chisholm trail, the pony sxpress amd

the narrow, winding trails made by the Indimrw. Ife has, indeed, lived, during a
ceniury of construction amd developmert in evary phase of the arta end solences.

~D=

118, ELIZABETH ANA CURRY RECALLS
DAYS WHRY POLK WAS KLECTED FRESIDENT.

{By Viole% Roderts)

If Ponoe da Leon had not congidered the discovery of FPlorlda sufficient sxplora-
tion axl conjlnned bils Jourmey as fur as Tennesses, who kpows bubt what he might
haye fomnd the Founbaln of Youth and Beauty which caused him to leaye his nativs
hounts of Sen Servaa, Leon in Y613 1o search for the water whose curative powa T
was gald $0 enabla one to live indefinitely.

Thers ig no doubt that tho "Mother of the Southwest,™ as Tonnesess is affectionately

onllad, has prodwaed as rany, 1f nod more, esnienarians than any othar State undsy
the Stars aml Stripsa, and Parker County marvels in her opportwddy to fostar runy
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Ronnie, E. C., Nanette, Mary Helen, Eddie, Hal.

EVERETT C. SHELBY

Everett C. Shelby eame to Dicey Community
in 1895 at the age of seven with his parents and
the Cherry Family by train from Hardin
County, Tennessee.

He was married to Easie Maude Butler May
28, 1911 and they had eleven children; Hal Bug-
ler, Johnnie Louise, Ronald Chandler, Julia
Margaret (deceased é;)ril 22, 1975), E.C. Jr, {de-
ceased October 21, 1978), Mary Helen, Nanette
Edwin Neal, Virginia Nell, Martha Ruth and
Shirley Jean.

Everett worked at the Machine Shop and on
the Railroad, Then he worked for the Independ-
ent Water and Light Co. when it was owned by
several men in New York (later it was sold {o
Texas Power and Light). Years later he worked
for the City Power and Light where he was the
first engineer at the §1ant on Fi. Worth Street.
‘Then transferred to Water Department where
he retired from the City of Weatherford March
31, 1958. He has been a Mason for over fifty
Beam, Past Fire Chief of the Weatherford Fire

epartment. Everett designed and built the
firat fire alarm system used in Weatherford
and this alarm box is currently on display at the
Texas Firemen’s Museum in Grand Prairie,
Texas.

Easie died July 27, 1948. Over the years they
had lived in homes on Baylor, North Eim and
Hobson Streets, Everett celebrated his Slst
birthday Februar{g%, 1979; still walks from his
home to town, atends Couts Methodist Church
and enjoys eating at the Dairy Queen on Palo
Pinto. He has four great-great-grandchildeen,
thirty seven great-grandchildren and twenty-
six grandehildren,

BLACKMON L. SHIRLEY

Blackmon L. Shirley, said t¢ be the oldest
man in Texas, was born in 1819 away up in the
Sezuatchie Valley of East Tennessee, near the
town of Pikeville, situated some forty miles
north of Chattanooga in the mountains, He was
one of the youngest of 15 children. There he

ew to young manhood reared among preva-
ent hard times of his day. His father died from
a_cancer caused by an amateur or so called
“Doctor” trying to cure a wart on his hand. His
mother died giving birth to twins. The twins
died alse.

Blackmon had married a Wellington and to
this union were born five children, Sarah Jane
Shirley (Fitts), Kittie Shlrleyé?itls), Jo Shirley
%z_tsfey), Margaret Shirley {Freeley) and Jess

irléy.

The Everett Shelby Family July 29, 1948, Front: Martha, Margaret, Everett, Shirley, Johnnie, Virginia, Back:

4]

Three %merations — Blackmon Shirley Family,
Vireta, Black and Fil

"“Black,” as he was called, was 44 years old
when the Civil War started, but his age didn't
keep him from shuu[deringru rifte and march-
ing away with the Fifth Tennessce [nfantry,
Company F, under Colenel Shell. Before he re-
turned to his wife and 5 chifdren he had gone
marching through Georgia with Sherman.

Mr. Shirley’s wife died soon after the war
and he married Cassie Klizabeth Dilbeck. To
this union were born two children, Jim And
Fielander Shirley, When his eldest daughter
and her famjly came west they wrate such

lowing accounts of the Big West that her fa-
ther packed up and came along, settling in Par-
ker County one and a-half miles east of Spring-
town on a hill, on 219-acre farm, which was
then the Fort Worth road.

Jim Shirley died at the wge of 18, Fielander
Shirley married Zerena Edith Holman who also
had come from Tennessee with her mother,
Ruth Regina Martin Holman, and 6 children,
whose husband had died in Tennessee. The chil-
dren are as follows: Zerena Edith {Shirley), An-
nies Holman {Burkhalter), Corda Holman (Wit-
muth), Jemima, Willis Helman and Lewis
Holman.

Fielander and Edith made their home on land
joining Black's farm. To Lhis unien wus born
Cassie Vineta Shirley.

In the year 1909 Black’s wife Cassie died.
Later Bluck married Annie Moore who had
moved rear his farm from Arkansas with six
children as follows: Exie, Maudie, Ethie, Allan,
Claud and Coleman, Te this union, when Blaek
was 90 years old, wis born Gludys Shirley.
When she becume sehonl apre Black teok her o
scheot ua his “old grey mare” barehacked! The
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next vear e moved to the next huose from the
sehool known us the Sis Ackard home.

Here at this home he tived until he died with
infhienza i pocumonis at the age of 14
years, Funeral services were held at his home
as his wife was il with influenza. Burial was in
the Springtown cemetery. There he awaits the
resurreetion of his body. He beewme 4 Christian
in the year 1920,

Surviving ai this date are his duughter Gla-
dys Shirley and her four children, Rovlere, Bil-
lic Joe, Shirley and Don, Alse a granddaughter,
Cassie Vineta Shirley Wood, who still owns the
Fiekunder Shirley farm at Springtowa. She is
mitried to Dee BEdward Wood. Te this union
were born Gale and Carol Wood. Gale is mar-
ried to Barbara Ann and lives in Fort Worth.
They have one chitd, David Randall Wood. The
old éhirley farms are still very interesting and
have gone through three generations. Cassie
Yineta Shirley Wood

DONALD RAY AND LINDA
GAIL (HUNT) SHIRLEY
FAMILY

Donald Ray, better known to his {riends as
Duck Shirley, 1s the son of Lynn and Oma Shir-
tey, was born March 26, 1941 in Lazy Bend. [,
Linda Gail (Hunt} Shirley, am the daughter of
Gorman Boone Hunt and Delia Alten Hunt, was
born February 26, 1942 in the Stephenville Hos-
pital in Erath County.

Ponald and Linda Shirtey with Donna und Dianna

Donald’s parents still live in the Brock com-
munity and he has one sister who lives there
also. My mother still lives in Lipan and [ am the
only child. She is a beautician in Lipan. Don-
aid’s dad is a farmer and his mom is a nurse.
Donald has lived most of his life in Parker
County except what little time he lived in
Breckenridge, He graduated from Brock High
School in 1959 and started to Weatherford Col-
lege, and also took a job at Southern Airways in
Minerat Wells, Fexas. Scon the eollege stopped
and he was working full time. He workcdl at
Southern for 13 years. He started out as a tug
driver, then mechanie, tesi pilot, and then he
beenme 3 supervisor. He worked thers until
Southern elosed down in 1971,

[ ived all my life in Lipan (Howmt) County,
Went to Lipan High School all 12 yeurs and' |
graduated from there in 1960 as Valudictorian
of my class. My father was the banker at the
First Mational Bank of Lipan for 33 years. He
had heart trouble and tiietl May 26, 1956, when
T was only 14 years old. Donald and | met at a
basketball game when I was 16, and we went
logether uﬁ and on until 1966, snd we got en-
fugu«l the night I graduated from High Sehool,

went on o husiness sehenl for 5 menths and
got o job at the First Nutional Bank in Weath-




Blackmon L. Sh'irIey

The oldest man to be pre-
sented in this book is Blackmon

L. Shirley who saw things happen

through a century and I4 years,
This life began in the famous Se-
quatchie Valley in Eastern Tennes-
see near a little town called Pike-
ville in 1819, When the Civil
War came along Shirley was 42
years old, but he entered the
Union Army, joining the 5th
Tennessee  Cavalry, and  served
throughout the war, Little is
known about his early life in Ten-
nessee, other than that he was one
of a family of 15 children, most
of whom were long-lived. He had
one brother whe was 101 and sev-

eral brothers and sisters who lived

to be almest 100.

He was 61 years old when he came to Texas in 1880, but this did not
daunt him. He bought land cast of Springtown and became a prosperous
farmer. His first marriage had been in Tennessee. His second wife was
Cassie Dilbeck, whom he married in Parker County. Thirty-six vears ago
he married Mrs., Annic Moore, a widow and mother of five children. She
presented Black Shirley with a daughter when he was 92, That same year,
1911, he was baptized into the Church of Christ,

Mr, Shirley lirmly believed in the simple style of living, a belief bel-
stered by stern necessity in the younger years of his life and by habit dur-

ing the later years of his life. This made him the wonderful piece of
human machinery that he was and it kept him in such physical condition
that, until the time when he was 100 years old he was still doing many
chores about his farm and could ride a horse about the place looking after
his cattlic and fences, For nearly one hundred years he had his “mawnin’s
mawnin” and wsed tobacco in some form during that period of time. He
once said: “My father used to line up the whole family before breakfast
and give each member of the family from the baby up a little shot of corn
licker. None of my family were ever drunkards either,” He quit his
“mawnin’s mawnin” when he was 107 because he did not like the “blind

t'ger brand.” His death came in 1933 in Springtown and at his funeral,

to top the rarity of his 114 years, was the presence of two daughters, Mrs.
Sarah Jane Fitts, 51 years old, and Gladys Shirley, 22 vears old, a differ-
ence of 6% vears in their ages. His other children at the funeral were:
Another Mrs. Fitts, who was 90; Mrs. Casey, 86; Mrs. Freiley, 84; John;
and Filander who lived near Springtown,
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Parker County Patriarch, 114,
- ;Diés.sqt.__H ome in S pringtown,}
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*
gpacial 1o The News,

WEATHERFORD, Texas, Feb, 11.—
B. L. (Blad‘:)'l Shirlay, 114, dled - at|

his home iri- Sprisgtowh, eightech
miles forth - &f y nere, . early. ‘Friday
xrlomlng’. "~ e W
Hig age.dvad well autfientlcated: He
servéd . in the “Unlon Army THom
Hamilton Cotnty, 'Tennésseh, during
the Civil War, “Some of Mi, Shirley's
friends cldlfi B2 was the oldest en
in Texad, - AT
He came fo 'Péxas abbut 1880 and
had- lived =t Springiown since. His
oldest daughter, Mrs.«Sadle Fitl§ of
Burneyville, Ok,; ls 87, and his young-
est, Mra, W, W. Waters of Spring.
town, 22 HI§ other survlving ¢hil
dren nie Mts. Mary Freely and Mrs,
Kitty Fitts of FElectra, Mrs, W." I,

Cisey -of Paradise, J, C.and F, L.

Shirley of Springlown, L

He. was mdrrled three times, Funeral
servicés whl ba held Saturday &t 2
p. m. a3 Springlown:; Burlal 'will be
in, Dpal Cempteiy, ¢ = o

Mr. Shitley was borit th Sequatchle
Valley It Eost Tennessee, and wae the
youngest of & famlly of flfteen chil-
dren, Héugrew 1o mitthood in . the
Tonngssea .movntaing,. married " the

E%

Hirgt Uiie drd:hed flve childter when | =7~

the,"@.‘.% {1, Wi 'opened;. . Three “yeyrs

aflet

ahd fei’ years’ later, the family tmi-
trated to Texes,” MP. Shirley. having
mareléd ag?llna “They #etiled in Parker
“otnty, where they have slnce re-
lded, and where\Mr, Shirléy found

b ended: iy wite' died;

his_ thied*wite, F il
of-thd gecond/~ " <7 10
M. Shirley | wis . aetlve? and, “tode
horseback gt 80, but had spent most of

his lust two yenrs taking things sasy

—

e o th e e s e,

e 1 e

'Sﬁringtown Man,

| Diesat Ageof 114

| town community for the last 50 years, ;.

| whole

J o #ittle shot of 'Hkker, Shirley often
A tpld friends. “None of my folks was

| Is Dead at 114 |3

&

R . e B

el

: ' BL (Unele Black) Shirtey, who *-
;| ted Friday mbinlng at his home at!
. Spi;lngtown at the age of 114, .~

!

b

‘Raised on Likker, |

Black Shirley, Springtown’s Methu- |/
snlah, who rud‘ horseback about the
rond of Parkef -County Jong after hly
ohe hundredth - birthday and whose
youngest deughter was born when ho
was H2 f'em old, died Friday moru-|
ing at the age of 114,

A familiar character in the Spring?

Bhirley eamo to exas In g wagon?
trafn from the mountains of Eest}
Yennessee, where all strangers wire[
regarded as “revenooers” and family
feuds were not unfnmiiar. X
Dxtremely active until two years!
ngo, Shirley did  clores about the
house and rode horseback into town?
practicslly every day, He attributedy
his longevity to the nips of good “cotng
Hkker” that he had had before hreak-i
tast from childhood until prolilbition,?:
to; plenty of horseback riding -and ajt
gobd stroiiz piug of tobaceo,. . {a:
Shirley swore off drinking after the;
phesage of the prohibition amend-y,
mentﬁéTt}im'conlfngt bztwgen ltho Yot~
en boofleg | ?and ths old "moun--
{s’dn Hq?l':)rugﬁ E'ivhlbﬂ‘*ﬁ%‘-"hnd besn}.
Yrafged” - promiifed “Hini to awdar off.
My~ fgther used.:to’line up the
family befoid breakfast and
glve each membor fropa-the baby on

hird drinkers, clther, and my oldest
brother wag 101 when he dled aml
1 had- geveral brothers "and sisters
thet lived to be almost 100"

_ Serving in the Union Army during]
the Civil War, Shirley wils the old-
est Unifon veternn Hving, He was with
General Sherman  on the famous

T Y @ et PR ER A TL A D s (D

) Lt Vee

mareh to the sen. His first wife died

atinn +hin winr ntd ha maes

" gobd strotig plug of tobaceo.
-| phsgage of the

; tgq._bqo&egﬁgﬂﬁé’ and_ the old 'moun-

FUali™ hauor oii Mwhith’ _

‘ ‘jfuised’t-pi‘oi‘ﬁ_p%d “Bibi " to swedr off.

§ My~ fpther

Tiy] whole
Jat

" told friends, “None of niy fol

“Ihqrd driukers, cither, and my oldest
brother was 10L when he died and

Jaécount of his saving a
tamily ‘canght in. A mountain blizzard

PLLaially ey Ualhe dat dhudoeth Lo
his longevity to the nips of good Heden
likker” that hehad liad before break-
fast from childhood until prohibition,
to; plonty of horseback riding -and a

Shirley swore off drinking after the
] prohibition amend-
mMent,-The contrast between the 'rot-

jquor- of Cwhitli* he--lad been

sed..to ‘line. up  the

hole "family bofois ‘breakfast and

give eash membier froph the baby on

{ittle shot ot ‘Itkkin Shlr]eﬁ often
8

wuas

i had~ several brothers ‘and sisters
shat lived ‘to be almost 100.”
- Qerving in the Union Army during

" fihe Civil War, Shirley wis the old-|
‘est Union veteran living. He was with

General. * Sherman  on the famous

| march to the sea, His first wife died
| shortly after the war and he mar-
Rl vied the second fime before coming
i |to-Texna about 1880, After the. death

of his keecond wife, Shirley mareied
Mrs, Annie. Moore about 25 years

ngo, |
“ 7 Although - there are no available

é 1| birth records to, estnblished the exnct
nge of the mam;, his birth date has

been pstablished almést cortainly as
1 He was Jborn in the famous

+| Bequatchie Valley hear Pikeaville, the
‘| youngedt of 15 children, :

One of hlg favorite storles waa an
prencher’s

in a country where the survival of
ite’ perils makey sturdy folk. = The
preacher and his family sought Shir-
ey 'as a gulde when they decide to
move to a new home ‘out on the
mountrin®’ in the dead of Winter.
Neavly frozen, they arrived at the

qhome end  found that all the avail-

able wood was too damp to fire by
friction and they had neglected to

‘I bring. five + with- them, Shirley rode

a pony through the blinding storm

{four miles to get a chunk of fire,

‘Althgugh Shirley was brought up 1
g, hemd. where whisky was regarded
as something.: of . a ynecessity,, *

Leather v BHATS g 0Wn 1deas oy

ganibling? Tis" youngest son bet a pal:

‘l'of- boots, op .the Polk-Clay presiden-

tial yace aiid was scared to wenr the

it bopts after' ha won them béeause he

wag_ afiatd hig ;"pnppy_ would tan my
hide for gamblinl' ' -
" Bhitley - never ” substituted modern
garhes or, inventions for the Torseshoe
bitehing: contests dhd saddle transpor-
tation of his day, Io didn’t enre for
haseball gamies, movies or aufomo-
biles, After he gave up horseback rid-
ing, he rode in an antomobile just
two ob three times and deckned firm-
v ever to get in one ngain, When
lie sitended services at the Church of
Christ during  the last days of  his
life, e rode in a wagon or buggy.
Surrivors dre five daughters, “Mrs,
Sarah ¥ltts of Burneyville, Okla.;
Mrg. Mary Freely and Mrs Kitty Fits
of Dleetiy; Mry, W. H. Casey of Par-
adige and Mrs, W, W, Waters of
Springtown, and tivo sons, J. €, and
IV L Shirley of Springtown,
AMrs, Sarah Titid'is 92 years old
H{ud Mrs,  Waters s 21, .
., Funeral .services will be leld at 2
o'cleck . -Saturday afterncon af the
héme 3 8pringtown, Burjnl will.-be
I3 Opal Cemstery. The Dedy g at

LT IR

White's Funeral Home,
.___rm,._A_...#—-——-——-
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